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[E radie of the Austrian wine industry

At the first leg of our journey, we stopped over at The Austrian Wine Academy
Rust, cradle of a multitude of wine talents in Austria. Established in 1991, it
holds about 900 wine seminars each year, attracting over 17000 participants,
including winemakers, sommeliers and other professionals from the hotel and
restaurant industries. Besides its seminars, the establishment also provides
various courses for young sommeliers. Holding its first Master of Wine course
this year, It is considered one of the most influential wine colleges in Austria
and even Europe, This time round, we were also here for a beginner lesson
on wine, with the opportunity to sample the products of major wine-producing
regions including Burgenland, Wachau, Kremstal DAC, Leithaberg DAC and
Weinviertel DAC. White wines produced from these regions, such as Griiner
Veltliner, Riesling and Sauvignon Blanc, are nothing short of excellent too.

Elparkiing Wine on a Sparkling Lake

Subsequently, we visited Lake Neusied and tasted a variety of spariling wines from
Burgenland on the lake! On this occasion, we savored the products of 2009 from
the Sekikellerei Griiner Szigeti winery, including Brut, Extra Dry and Cuvée Rosé
Brut. Every of us found these sparkling wine offerings to be elegant and refreshing,
filed with floral and fruit fragrances. Cruising on the placid surface of the famous
Lake Neusied| of Europe, with its glittering reflections of golden summer sunlight,
enhanced our enjoyment immeasurably!

[[liesling - Great Single Vineyards of Wachau
Another wine-producing region in Austria is Wachau, celebrated for its Single Vineyard
Riesling products. On this trip, we visited the Doméane Wachau winery located in
Dlimstein. Introducing us to his company's products, its Managing Director Mr.
Roman Horvath MW arranged for us to taste and compare the different varieties
of Riesling produced in different regions from Wachau. We tasted the products of
2009 and 2010 and found that some of them are strikingly similar to Riesling of
Germany. However, the former is imbued with a special elegance, with refreshing
qualities and a textural richness. Wachau's Riesling wines certainly do not come
cheap. Some of them are distributed at over 20 Euro per bottle, which reflects their
considerably high quality. Perhaps itis second only to that of Germany, in terms of
market visibility.

[ave reviews for the professionally organized

junket events

On the final day of our trip, the junket organizer held a large-scale Wine Party -
“Elements of Uniqueness" at Viennese Prater, the largest amusement park in
downtown Vienna, offering us a glimpse of the city's splendid skyline, atop Vienna's
highest Ferris wheel. Adding to this was the fine Austrian cuisines served, along
with the fine wines and exquisite cheese, which wrapped up our trip on a perfect
note...Ch! | almost forget to mention that after the Wine Party, we were whisked
off to the hottest nightspot in town for Clubbing! Although most of the music blasting
through the night was Disco Music of the 1980s, it went down remarkably well with
us, who were bom before the eighties...

[Yfterword

The trip to Austria organized by Austia Wine Marketing Board provided us an entirely
perspective on this little-known wine wonderland. It's worth mentioning that the
ifinerary arrangements and how the trip was organized could be described as
professional and the information provided by the organizer was thorough too. Even
the British and American journalists from our delegation paid their compliments,
saying that it was the most professional press trip they had ever taken part in. | look
forward to the opportunity to visit Austria again to explore the wine-producing regions
I've never visited before and meet wine-loving friends from all over the world!
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